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The Legion Scoop 
Newsletter for Federal Post #19 of The American Legion 

Baltimore, Maryland est. 1930   June 2026 

Federal Post 19 celebrates 

96th Anniversary Week and 

Open House 
 

In November 1929, several 

members of Walter Green Post #14, 

World War I veterans who were also 

federal employees, decided to form 

another post and petitioned the 

American Legion District of 

Baltimore, the Department of 

Maryland, and the National 

Headquarters for a charter. 

After several months, the 

National Headquarters granted the 

members a temporary charter on 

March 22, 1930, with the designation 

of Federal Post #19, Department of 

Maryland of the American Legion. 

Our permanent charter was issued in 

1937. The American Legion 

Auxiliary Federal Unit #19 was 

charted on May 19, 1935, and the 

Sons of the Legion Federal Squadron 

#19 in January 1937, creating lasting 

bonds. 

This year, we are celebrating our 

96th Anniversary Week and Open 

House from Sunday, June 7 through 

Sunday, June 14, and hope you all 

will make an effort to come to the 

Post, join in the festivities, and help 

greet our guests. We will end the 

week with Flag Day and an 

Anniversary toast, free to all to show 

our appreciation.  

Please see the Anniversary Week 

and Open House schedule below for 

the days we set aside for various 

organizations to come and share our 

comradeship.  Of course, everyone is 

welcome every day. We’ll have drink 

specials throughout the week and will 

serve light refreshments daily from 

6:30-8:30 pm. The schedule for the 

week is as follows: 

∙ Sun, June 7:  Church Service, 10 

am; New Metropolitan Baptist 

Church: Post Family. 

∙ Sun, June 7: “Sunday, Fun Day”: 

Social (SC and Biker (BC) Clubs.  

∙ Mon, June 8: “Motown Monday”: 

Masons and Eastern Stars. 

∙ Tue, June 9:  “Ladies’ Night”: 

Elks and Daughters. 

∙ Wed, June 10: “Karaoke Party”: 

Gladiators, Arch Social Club, Apollo, 

Vulcan Blazers. 

∙ Thu, June 11: “Serve A Vet”: 

Veteran Organizations; All vets.  

∙ Fri, June 12: “Friday Happy Hour”: 

After Work Jam. 

∙ Sat, June 13: “Armed Forces 

Salute”: Veterans. 

∙ Sun, June 14: Flag Day and Toast: 

All invited. 

List is subject to change. 

 

Post elections scheduled for 

Sunday, June 7 

 

The elections for 2026-2027 

officers will be held on Sunday, June 

7 at 4:00 pm at the Post. All members 

must have a current 2026 membership 

card to be admitted and vote. No new 

memberships, renewals or lost 

cards will be taken care of on the day 

of the election. If your dues are not 

current or you have lost your 

membership card, please contact Post 

Adjutant Larry Little 

 

Federal Post #19 honors 

Post Everlasting on 

Memorial Day  

 

The Federal Post #19 family came 

together on Memorial Day to honor 

those who have 

transferred to 

Post, Unit, and 

Squadron 

Everlasting and 

to salute our 

“heroic dead … 

in the destinies of 

veterans, their 

souls go marching on. Because of 

them, our lives are free. Because of 

them, our nation lives.” 

General Meeting & 

Elections  

Sun, Jun 7, 4 pm at the Post 

------------------------ 

NCR Caucuses 

Sun, Jun 28, 1 pm 

Edgewood Service Post #17 

415 State Hwy 755 (map) 

 

 

 

Happy 

Anniversary 

Federal 

Post #19! 

96 Years 

of Service 

and  

Still 

Steppin’ 

96 
Years 

http://www.federalpost19.org/
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=20&number=1
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=39
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Post #19 Commander Rodney 

Reid called the room to order, and 

Chaplain Thomas Russum led us in 

prayer.  Third Vice Harriette Gross 

and the Post #19 Color Guard 

conducted the POW/MIA 

Remembrance Ceremony. 

Comdr. Reid introduces 3rd Vice Gross for the 

POW/MIA Remebrance Ceremony. 

Hearty salute to the outstanding job the Color 

Guard performed on Memorial Day! 

 

Adjutant Larry Little offered a  

brief history of Memorial Day Unit 

#19 President La’Sharan Wallace and 

Past Chaplain Sabina Young offered 

prayers and flowers of remembrance 

for their fallen members Geraldine 

Chambers and Cassandra Murray. 

Squadron #19 Chaplain Calvin 

Harvey and Past Commander Roscoe 

Holley placed flags for their fallen 

SAL Comrade Robert “Firley” Bonds. 

Commander Reid read the names, 

and 3rd Vice Gross tolled the bell for 

Comrades James Brashears, Robert 

Brooks, Jordan Crosby, David 

“Butch” Fraizer, Roosevelt Grandy, 

Loren Frank Miles, Lenora Quickley, 

Claude Scott who transferred to Post 

Everlasting and eternal peace. We will 

not forget! 

The Candlelight Ceremony, 

conducted by Comrade Little was 

quite emotional as everyone lifted a 

candle and loudly said the names of 

their loved ones who had passed 

away. It also allowed us to remember 

our ancestors espeically those on our 

walls who testify to African American 

contibutions to our nation’s military. 

We said the name of Comrade John 

Evans, who the French awarded the 

Croix de Guerre (Bronze Star), which 

is currently on our walls, for his 

actions in the Argonne Forest in 1918 

during World War I.  

We said the name of Comrades 

Dorothy Carter and Catherine Tates 

who serverd in the 6888th Postal 

Battalion, the only black WACs to 

serve in Europe during World War II. 

They  marched into Paris with the 

U.S. Army in 1945. They once told 

The Scoop that they liberated Farnce. 

They did!  

We said the name of  Comrade 

Otis Lee whose 95th Colored 

Engineers, under adverse conditions, 

helped build the Alaskan Highway in 

1942, a key military and civilian 

supply route during World War II. He 

lamented that they weren’t allowed in 

the towns because of racism, so they 

staged their own USO shows with 

more than enough talent for hours of 

entertainment.   

We said the names of two of 

World War II veterans Emmett Pope 

and Winfield Jackson, who served on 

the Red Ball Express that carried 

gasoline and supplies to Patton’s 

tanks. We said their names and the 

names of others so that they will know 

we won’t forget. 

DEC Representative and Post #19 Comrade 

Marlin Johnson is pictured with Retired Lt. 

General Brian Cavanaugh U.S. Marine 

Corps who delivered the keynote address at 

the NCR District 4 Memorial Day Service at 

Baltimore National Cemetery.  

 

Post #19 to hold Flag Day 

Ceremony; salutes 251st 

Army birthday 
 

This year, Anniversary Week 

ends on Flag Day, Sunday, June 14, 

and at 7 pm, we will conduct a 

Dignified Flag Disposal Ceremony 

for unserviceable flags at the Post. 

We’ve already collected quite a few 

flags, and if you have any, just bring 

them to the Post. If you need a 

replacement flag, let us know. The 

Ceremony starts at 7 pm. Both before 

and after the Ceremony, we will 

celebrate the Army’s 251st birthday 

with one free drink for all Post #19 

Army veterans. One drink and 20 

straws.  
 

Post #19 receives two 

certificates of achievements 

from Department 

Federal Post #19 recently 

received two Certificates of 

Achievements from the TAL 

Department of Maryland. They 

http://www.federalpost19.org/
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include “Membership Champion” for 

reaching 100% by the March 1 cutoff 

date and “King & Queen of the Ring” 

for Membership, Retention, VA & R 

support, Community Service and 

Children and Youth by sponsoring 

students to Boys and Girls State. 

 

Federal Post #19 to host 

exhibit for Juneteenth 

Celebration 
 

On Friday, June 19, Federal Post 

#19 will celebrate Juneteenth at the 

Post. Along with help from Squadron 

#19 

Commander 

Irvin Johnson 

and his SAL 

Comrades, we 

will set up an 

exhibit on the 

2nd floor that 

highlights the 

history of 

African 

Americans in the military and at war 

and the history of Federal Post #19 

and The American Legion. 

Juneteenth is the unofficial end of 

American slavery. On June 19, 1865, 

the Union Army arrived in Galveston, 

Texas and quoted the Emancipation 

Proclamation of 1863 to set free the 

last Americans enslaved within the 

defeated Confederacy. Still, 

American slavery did not officially 

end until December 5, 1865, with the 

passage of the 13th Amendment. 

Juneteenth is often considered the 

Second Independence Day, and it is 

indeed a momentous occasion for all 

Americans! 

 

Department 108th 

Convention scheduled for 

July 14-17 
 

This year’s 108th Department 

Convention is set for July 14-17 in 

Ocean City, MD. Department 

Adjutant Russell Myers notes that the 

Convention “is a worthwhile 

experience” that “highlights the great 

works of our Posts and Programs.” 

Legionnaires are encouraged to bring 

their families because the more our 

families are involved, the better we 

are as an organization. 

On Monday, July 13, the pre-

Convention activities kickoff at 4 pm 

with the annual Fish Fry hosted by the 

Southern Maryland Region. The 

family-centered event will feature 

music, items for sale, and game 

including corn hole. All are welcome, 

and any donations to help with this 

popular social event are greatly 

appreciated. Posts can donate online. 

The Convention gets started on 

Tuesday morning, July 13 with 

registration at 7:30 pm.  Legion 

College begins at 8:00 am with classes 

at 9:00 am with a special Be The one 

course at 1:00 pm.  Another family 

affair, the Joint Opening Ceremony 

and Reception, is set for Tuesday 

evening at 6:30 pm.  The keynote 

speaker will be Comrade Jay Bolden 

from Colorado, the leading candidate 

for National Commander. 

The Business Sessions will be 

called to order on Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday at 8:00 am each 

day.  The Post Everlasting Ceremony 

is on Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm. 

Adjutant Myers accurately describes 

the Ceremony as “A somber and 

moving tribute to those members that 

have answered the Last Roll Call.”  

Finally, the election and installation of 

officers will be held on Friday, July 18 

as the Convention comes to a close.  

Whether you’re a delegate or not, 

the Convention promises to be a great 

experience, and Ocean City provides 

lots of fun for the entire family. Hope 

to see you there. 

Big salute to Comrade Annette Hale for 

being named Female Coach of the Year 

for Baltimore City Public Schools. 

 

Bulletin for 

Auxiliary Unit 

#19 

Federal Unit #19 gives donation to 

Women Empowering Women in Need 

of Support. 
 

Federal Unit #19 elections 

for 2026-27 scheduled for 

June 14 
 

Elections for officers for the year 

2026-2027 will be held on Sunday, 

June at 3 pm. If your dues are not paid 

or you do not have your 2026 

membership card, you will not be able 

to vote. If you need a replacement 

card, please reach out to 1st Vice 

https://somd.com/orgs/veterans/
https://mdlegionconvention.org/collections/fish-fry/products/fish-fry-donation
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Darnetta Simpson before the day of 

the election. No replacement cards 

will be given out on June 14. 

 

Federal Unit #19 to host a 

First Annual Brunch  
 

On Saturday, June 20, Federal 

Unit #19 will host their 1st Annual 

Brunch at the Post, 10 am-2 pm., 

featuring a delicious brunch and 

drinks. DJ Rico is on deck. Second 

Vice Rokeysha Witherspoon wants 

everyone to “Join us for … a 

welcoming EVENT bringing the 

community together for food, fun, and 

fellowship.” Donations are $20. 

 

Tickets now available for 

Unit #19 August Crab Feast 
 

On Saturday, August 15, Federal 

Unit #19 will present their 3rd Annual 

Crab Feast at Tall Cedars, 2501 Putty 

Hill Avenue, 21234. They will have 

all-you-can-eat 

crabs, a buffet, 

soda, beer, and 

wine. There will 

also be door 

prizes, vendors, and a 50/50 raffle. DJ 

Scottie B will provide the music. 

Tickets are $85. See Chairperson 

Germaine Chappell for more info and 

any Auxiliary member for tickets. 
 

A Word from the 

Sons 
 

NCR SAL elects 

Roscoe Holley 

Commander for 2026-27 
 

At their recent meeting, the 

Northern Central Region Son of the 

American Legion elected Squadron 

#19 Comrade Roscoe Holley as NCR 

SAL Commander for 2026-27. 

Comrade Holley acknowledged those 

who came before him noting that they 

laid the groundwork.  

He reaffirmed his commitment to 

veterans and is ready to execute his 

job and “plan the work and work the 

plan.” He noted that his Post #19 

family is his “bedrock,” and he will 

never forget where his service began. 

His project for the year is the 

Baltimore VA Hospital Homeless 

Veterans Program. 

Squadron #19 Commander Irvin 

Johnson, NCR SAL Historian Drain 

Plummer-El, Squadron #19 1st Vice 

Rico Williams and Chaplain Calvin 

Harvey placed flag at veterans’ 

gravesites at Baltimore National 

Cemetery.  

 

SAL Detachment of 

Maryland hosts 53rd 

Annual Convention; 18th for 

Jr. SAL 
 

On June 19-21, 2026, the SAL 

Detachment of Maryland will hold 

their 53rd Annual Convention at the 

Hilton Garden Inn and Hampton Inn 

at 5015 Campbell Blvd, White Marsh 

(map). The Convention kicks off at 

8:00 am on Friday, June 19 with the 

36th Robert “Hoss” Neal Golf 

Tournament. Squadron registration is 

at the hotel at 5:30-7:00 pm. The 

Business Sessions will be 8-11 am on 

Saturday and 8 am until Closing on 

Sunday.  

The Detachment Picnic is 

Saturday, 12-4 pm and includes a 

Gaming Truck Competition, the Ed 

Matoska Memorial Horseshoe 

Tournament, and the Cornhole 

Tournament. Finally, they will 

conduct a Squadron Everlasting 

Ceremony on Sunday, 8-8:30 am. For 

more info follow this link: 

Convention Agenda. 

 

Post Notes 
 

Take the online Basic Training 

Course on the National website. 

 

Please take time to visit or call our 

members who are sick and shut in. 

They must not be forgotten. 

 

Our house for the Department 

Convention is at Runaway Bay 76, 

3107 Windjammer Ln, O.C. 21842 

(map). 
 

Post #19 has reached 100% 

membership for the sixth year in a 

row. 

 

The Scoop salutes … 

 

all the volunteers, donors, and 

ceremony participants who helped 

make our Memorial Day Ceremony 

and Cookout a success. 

 

 

 
David “Butch” Fraizer 

Claude Scott 

Post Everlasting

Sick Call 
 

Vince Blackwell, Sr. 

Alfred Boyd 

 Freda Holley  

Tyrell Lee  

Kim McCoy  

Bill Williams 
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