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The Legion Scoop 
Newsletter for Federal Post #19 of The American Legion 

Baltimore, Maryland est. 1930   July 2026 

Federal Post #19 to 

celebrate 4th of July and LZ 

19 Day with a Camouflage 

Party  
 

The 250th anniversary of our 

nation’s founding, on the principles of 

justice, freedom, and democracy, is a 

momentous occasion. Throughout the 

year, The Scoop has followed the role 

that African Americans played in the 

American Revolution. A complicated 

role to say the least. At the Battle of 

Yorktown, the last major engagement 

of the war, African Americans fought 

with the Americans, the French, the 

British, and the Germans. Different 

combatants with the same goal of 

liberty, more personal than national. 

After the war, black patriots like 

Peter Salem, Jame Forten, Richard 

Allen, Absalom Jones, Prince Hall, 

Paul Cuffee, and Wentworth 

Cheswell helped build black 

communities throughout the newly 

found nation. Besieged with 

segregation and discrimination, those 

communities survived and often 

thrived through leadership that used 

the rhetoric and the reasoning of the 

American Revolution to demand an 

end to American slavery and 2nd class 

citizenship. The Scoop salutes all 

those who fought and died for liberty. 

Federal Post #19 will not only 

celebrate the 4th of July on that 

Saturday but also LZ 19 Day with a 

Camouflage Party and Cookout. The 

Post will open at 1 pm. The menu is 

hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken, ribs, 

and all the other cookout food. Later 

that evening, we will toast the 250th 

anniversary of our nation’s birth.  

Wear your camouflage, your LZ 19, t-

shirt, or the red, white, and blue. 

LZ stands for Landing Zone. 

From Vietnam to Afghanistan, all 

branches of the U.S. military and 

civilians used landing zones to 

transition personnel and equipment 

into and out of combat areas. 

Depending on the mission, LZ’s 

varied in size and permanence, but 

especially for those leaving combat, 

the LZ was a safer place and a step 

closer to home. Therefore, our 

backyard is officially LZ 19 to honor 

all the veterans and current 

servicemembers who travelled 

through the LZ.   

  

Department of Maryland 

108th Convention timeline in 

Ocean City 
 

This year’s 108th Department Pre-

Convention and Convention timeline: 

Monday, July 14 through Friday, July 

19 in Ocean City, MD.  

∙ Monday, July 13 4 pm, Southern 

Maryland District Annual Fish Fry 

(donate online). Dockside Hall. 

∙ Tuesday, July 14, 7:30 am, 

Registration.  

∙ Tuesday, July 14, 8 am, Legion 

College; classes at 9 am and a Be The 

One Suicide Prevention and 

Awareness Presentation at 1 pm. 

∙ Tuesday, July 14, 8 pm, Joint 

Opening Ceremony and Reception.  

The keynote speaker will be Comrade 

John “Jay” Bowen from Neal Thomas 

Jr. Centennial Post #209, Colorado 

Springs, CO, the leading candidate for 

National Commander.  
∙ Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 

July 15-17, 8:00 am, Business 

Sessions.  
∙ Wednesday, July 15, 7:00 pm, Post 

Everlasting Ceremony.  
∙ Friday, July 17, 8 am, Election and 

Installation of Officers, Convention 

Close. 

 

General Meeting  

Sunday, July 5, 4 pm at the 

Post 

 

 

http://federalpost19.org/
https://www.mdlegion.org/Forms/ConventionTimeline2025.pdf
https://mdlegionconvention.org/collections/fish-fry/products/fish-fry-donation
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-dept-of-md-legion-college-tickets-1247207835209?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-dept-of-md-legion-college-tickets-1247207835209?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://jaybowen2026.com/
https://legion209.org/
https://legion209.org/
https://clipartlook.com/submit_con.php?name=free-fireworks-clip-art-owl-things-first-dawnzer-lee-light-free-clipart-fireworks-1600_1346.png
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Comrades of Post #19 attended services 

at New Metropolitan Baptist Church to 

kick-off our 96th Anniversary/Open 

House Week. 

 

Federal Post #19 elects 

Comrade Michael Smith as 

Commander  
 

This past June, Comrades of 

Federal Post #19 elected Comrade 

Michael Smith as Commander. This 

marks the second time that Comrade 

Smith has served 

as Commander. 

His first 

administration 

was 2009-11.  A 

Vietnam War 

Marine veteran, 

Commander 

Smith brings a 

wealth of experience to his position, 

having served in several different 

positions and roles within Post #19. 

He is also a Past Baltimore District 

Vice Commander and Area B 

Commander. Moreover, he brings 

commitment and dedication to the job.    

Along with Commander Smith, 

William Jenkins was elected 1st Vice; 

Sabina Young, 2nd Vice; Harriett 

Gross, 3rd Vice; Larry Little, Adjutant; 

Joe Harden, Finance Officer; Gregory 

Scott, Judge Advocate; and Ruth 

McCuin, Sgt-at-Arms.   

Commander Smith also appointed 

Reggie Baker as Historian, Thomas 

Russum as Chaplain, and Adrian 

Barbour as Service/Resource Officer. 

Germaine Chappell, Kendall Cooper, 

Maurice Ellis, Thomas Kennedy, 

Thomas Russum, and William Young 

were elected to the Executive 

Committee/Operational Committee.  
 

Officers of Post #19 conducted a 

Dignified Disposal of Unserviceable 

Flags Ceremony on Flay Day. 

 

Officers’ Installation 

scheduled for Sunday, July 

26th 
 

On Sunday, July 26, 2026, the 

Federal Post #19 family will install 

officers for 2026-2027 at 3:00 am at 

the Prince Hall Grand Lodge, 1307 

Eutaw Place. Along with Comrade 

Mike Smith as Post #19 Commander, 

Yvonne Oliver will be inducted as 

President for Federal Unit #19, and 

Irvin Johnson returns as Commander 

of Federal Squadron #19.  Installation 

is open to the public, and we hope that 

as many members as possible can join 

us and celebrate our incoming 

administration. We will have a 

reception at the Post after Installation. 

Post #19 Comrade Ronnie Holcombe 

and Post #180 Comrade Frank Price 

pose with Polytechnical High School, 

U.S. Air Force JROTC cadets at Boy 

State Boys State. 
 

Northern Central Region 

and District 4 elect officers 

for 2026-27 
 

The Northern Central Region 

(NCR) Caucus recently reelected 

Comrade Junious Lewis from 

Northeastern Post #285 as Region 

Commander. Lewis brings an 

extensive background as a Past Post 

and District 4 Commander and NCR 

Vice Commander. Lewis “thanked 

everyone for the confidence you’ve 

shown in me” and plans to put 

forward a maximum effort. 

Along with Lewis, the NCR 

Caucus elected or appointed Austin 

Ball (294) as Vice Commander; 

George Delaney (300) as Adjutant; 

Charles Jay (122) as Finance Officer; 

Ed Ballard (122) as Judge Advocate; 

Rudy Thompson (122) as Historian; 

Denise Brice (294) as Chaplain; and 

Bill Ganz (109) as Sgt-At-Arms. 

The District 4 Caucus elected Tim 

Causion (294, pictured) to a third term 

as District 

Commander. 

Also elected or 

appointed were 

Verna Warren 

(285) as 1st Vice; 

Robert Welenc 

(276) as Finance 

Officer; Austin 

Ball (294) as Judge Advocate; Darrell 

Truesdale (14) as Chaplain; and Bill 

http://federalpost19.org/
http://federalpost19.org/
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=20
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=39
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Ganz (109) as Sgt-At-Arms. Post #19 

Comrades Larry Little and Betty 

Bonds were elected delegates for the 

Legion’s 107th National Convention 

in Louisville, KY. The Scoop gives a 

hearty salute to all our newly elected 

Region and District officers for 

stepping forward and wishes them a 

successful year.   

 

Army Chaplain Corps 

celebrates 251st 

Anniversary 
 

In July 1775, the Continental 

Congress authorized the creation of an 

Army Chaplain Corps, providing one 

chaplain for each regiment. At the 

time, those who served as Army 

chaplains were 

paid about $20 a 

month and had no 

required military 

uniform. 

Originally entirely 

Protestant, the 

Army Chaplain 

Corps evolved, and 

over time, 

Catholic, Jewish, 

and African American chaplains were 

added. These additions happened 

prior to or during the Civil War, but 

women were not granted commissions 

as Army chaplains until 1979.  

In 1863, African Methodist 

Episcopal (AME) minister Henry 

McNeal Turner (pictured) became one 

of the first African Americans 

commissioned to be an Army chaplain 

and was assigned to 

the United States 

Colored Troop 

(USCT), which he 

helped organized. 

Turner later 

became a Senior 

Bishop in the AME 

Church and a leader within the 

African emigration movement that 

supported trade and colonization. 

After the Civil War, several black 

chaplains continued to provide for the 

spiritual and often psychological 

needs of African American soldiers.   

Notable among them were Allen 

Allensworth, Theophilus G. Steward 

(pictured), George 

Prioleau, and 

William T. 

Anderson who 

served with the 

buffalo soldiers (9th 

and 10 Cavalry and 

24th and 25th 

Infantry). They fought in the Indian 

Wars in the American West, the 

Spanish American War, the 

Philippine American War, along the 

border of Mexico, World War I, 

World War II, and the Korean War. In 

Korea, the U.S. formed the 2nd Ranger 

Company (Airborne), known as the 

Buffalo Rangers, the first and only all-

black Ranger unit, which saw 

extensive action during the conflict.  

Buffalo Rangers in San Francisco 

ready to deploy to Korea. 

Many of the African American 

chaplains outspokenly challenged 

American segregation and often 

pointed to the hypocrisy of fighting 

for a country that treated black people 

as second-class citizens. 

Nevertheless, they also encouraged 

enlistment pointing to the 

opportunities the U.S. military 

offered. Once their military service 

ended, many became community and 

national leaders who focused on the 

political, social, and economic needs 

and desires of African American 

communities and provided critical 

social services. 

Currently, more than 2,700 

chaplains represent more than 130 

different religious organizations with 

over 900 chaplains and chaplain 

assistants mobilized or deployed in 

support of contingency operations 

throughout the world. Army chaplains 

and chaplain assistants provide 

religious, spiritual, and moral 

leadership to our armed service 

members and their families, and The 

Scoop gives a hearty salute and a 

happy anniversary to the Army 

Chaplain Corps. And another hearty 

salute  to the Buffalo Soldiers. 

 

Bulletin for 

Auxiliary Unit 

#19 
 

Yvonne Oliver elected Unit 

#19 President for 2026-27 
 

The Scoop would like to 

congratulate Yvonne Oliver who was 

recently elected as 

President for 

Federal Unit #19.  

The Scoop wishes 

her much success. 

Also elected were 

Darnetta Simpson, 

1st Vice; Rokeysha 

Witherspoon, 2nd 

Vice; Aretha Mayfield, Treasurer; 

Vicki Hardy, Historian; Kimberly 

http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=20
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Butler, Chaplain; and Sharta 

Matthews, Sgt-at-Arms.  Germaine 

Chappell, Shelleyarlene Scott, and 

Cecelia Wright-Hargrove were 

elected to the Executive Board. 

Post #19 Commander Rodney Reid 

receives a “love donation” from Unit 

#19 President La’Sharan Wallace. 

 

From the desk of Madame 

President Wallace 
 

Federal Unit #19 has shown our 

love throughout the years by giving to 

the Four Pillars—Veterans, Security, 

Americanism, and Children and 

Youth. As we head to the end of this 

year, we wanted to make sure that we 

left no stone unturned. We’ve sent 

monetary donations to Women 

Empowering Women, MCVET, 

Baltimore VA Hospital, Belmont 

Elementary School, Baer School, and 

St. Vincent DePaul, and the 

Legionnaires of Post #19.  During the 

year, we’ve supported our first we 

responders and volunteered at 

veteran and charitable organizations 

within our community and beyond.  

We love the work we do and are proud 

to make a difference! 

La’Sharan Wallace, President, 

Federal Unit #19 

 

Back-to-School Block Party 

scheduled for Saturday, 

August 1 
 

The members of Federal Unit #19 

are excited to announce that the 

annual “Back to School Event” will 

take place on Saturday, August 1, 

2026, from noon to 4:30 pm at the 

Post. Free backpacks, school supplies, 

giveaways, and more. All children 

must be accompanied by an adult.  

They need donations, including 

school supplies, backpacks, hot dogs, 

hot dog rolls, water, Hugs and Kool-

Aid Jammers. Monetary donations are 

also welcomed and appreciated and 

Unit #19 thanks you for your support. 

 

A Word from the 

Sons 
 

Squadron #19 

receives 8 awards 

at Detachment Convention; 

Davies elected Detachment 

Commander for 2026-27 
 

At the 53rd SAL Detachment of 

Maryland Convention, Federal 

Squadron #19 received eight awards 

in all categories of the Four Pillars and 

3-star membership. The Scoop salutes 

the Commander Irvin Johnson and the 

Comrades of Squadron #19 on their 

efforts to adopt the letter and spirit of 

the founding principles of The 

American Legion. 

The Convention also elected John 

Davies, Cascade Squadron #239, 

Cascade, MD for 

Detachment 

Commander.  His 

Commander’s 

project is 

“Operation Second 

Chance,” Heroes 

Ridge at Raven Rock, a veterans’ 

retreat, established in 2020 and 

located at 17870 Harbaugh Valley 

Road, Sabillasville, MD 217I0. The 

Convention also installed Squadron 

#19 Comrade Roscoe Holley as 

Northern Central Region 

Commander. 

 

Post Notes 
 

Take the online Basic Training 

Course on the National website.  

 

Please take time to visit or call our 

members who are sick and shut in. 

They must not be forgotten.  
 

Our house for the 108th Department 

Convention is at Runaway Bay 76, 

3107 Windjammer Ln, O.C. 21842 

(map). 
 

The Scoop salutes … 

 

all the volunteers and donors from the 

Post #19 family who helped make our 

96th Anniversary/Open House Week a 

success along with all our guest;  

 

Post #19 Comrade Ronnie Holcombe 

for his volunteer work at Boys State 

for Unit #19 members Joyce Cooper 

and Pat Dorsey for their volunteer 

work at Girls State.  

 

Our Comrades and Friends 
 

Appollo Crab Feast, Sun, Jul 19, 2-6 

pm at Tall Cedars, 2501 Putty Hill 

Avenue, 21234, $75. 

 

Federal Unit #19 3rd Annual Crab 

Feast, Sat, Aug 15, 2-6 pm at Tall 

Cedars, Beer and Wine, $85. 

Sick Call 

 

Vince Blackwell, Sr. 

Alfred Boyd 

 Freda Holley  

Tyrell Lee  

Kim McCoy  

Bill Williams 

 

http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=20
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=20
https://www.mdsal.org/
https://www.mdsal.org/
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=39
http://federalpost19.org/index.php?id=39
https://operationsecondchance.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/osc-brochure-march-2026.pdf
https://operationsecondchance.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/osc-brochure-march-2026.pdf
https://www.legion.org/alei
https://www.legion.org/alei
https://www.legion.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3107+Windjammer+Ln,+Ocean+City,+MD+21842/@38.3628724,-75.0844776,18.75z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b8d61f8c5b9f87:0x1151e1243989713!8m2!3d38.3628438!4d-75.0839852!16s%2Fg%2F11c4xnkkvf?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2501+Putty+Hill+Ave,+Parkville,+MD+21234/@39.3899458,-76.5431841,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89c808cdd8f9c30d:0xd41177e35e071e21!8m2!3d39.3899458!4d-76.5431841!16s%2Fg%2F11kpppvg6b?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQyNy4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2501+Putty+Hill+Ave,+Parkville,+MD+21234/@39.3899458,-76.5431841,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89c808cdd8f9c30d:0xd41177e35e071e21!8m2!3d39.3899458!4d-76.5431841!16s%2Fg%2F11kpppvg6b?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQyNy4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

