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Department of Maryland

108" Convention was a
huge success

The American Legion
Department _of Maryland 108"

Convention held in Ocean City in July
was a huge success from beginning to
end and a hearty salute to the people
behind the scenes who made it
happen. The Legion College sessions
were informative and well attended
with lots of new and useful
information.

Federal Post #19 delegates took
courses on Basic and Advanced
Leadership and Administration, Judge
Advocate, Historian, and Finance and
Insurance. Much of the material and
information from the sessions can be
found on the Department website
under Legion College Files. The
Business Sessions of the Convention
opened with a rousing video on the
“enduring commitment” of the

military and veterans to “250 Years of
Freedom.”

The Convention also elected
officers for 2026-2027. Our new
Department Commander is Eric
Warthen, Sr., Navy, Rosedale Post
#180, Baltimore, MD. Western
Maryland Commander Keith
Clevenger, Francis Scott Key Post

Vice

elected Senior

#11, was
Commander.
Commander Warthen emphasized
that we can “move Maryland forward
together” and that “if you take a job,
do the job ... titles are not trophies.”
Noting the importance of “blue hats,”
he affirmed that service requires
people to step forward when needed.
Nevertheless, he wants to bring more
fun into the Legion and for
Legionnaires, which should make for
an interesting year. Rev your engines!
His program for the year is
“Saluting Women Veterans: Honor-
Healing-Hope,” in honor of his aunt, a
World War II veteran who was denied
entry into the American Legion in
1950. His projects include the
Military Women’s Memorial,
honoring their legacy, Warrior Canine
Connection, providing healing, and
Baltimore Stations Women’s Shelter,
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offering hope. The Scoop salutes
Commander Warthen and Senior Vice
Clevenger and looks forward to an
outstanding  year under their
leadership.

Federal Post #19 received
11 awards, and members
played important roles at
the Department Convention

During the Department
Convention, several members of our
Federal Post #19 family played
important roles. NEC Ronnie
Holcombe accompanied Comrade
John “Jay” Bowen, Centennial Post
#209, Colorado Springs, the leading
candidate for 2026-27 National
Commander. Holcombe also
conducted the well-received Post
Everlasting Ceremony. Reggie Baker
and Gregory Scott participated in the
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Ceremony. Unit #19 President
La’Sharan Wallace began the
Ceremony with an inspiring National
Anthem. She also sang the National
Anthem at the Opening Reception and
the beginning of the Business
Sessions.

Marlin Johnson, who chairs the

Department Children and Youth
Committee, reported on the funds the
Committee distributed to veterans and
veteran families in need. Also, at the
ALA Department Convention, Post
#19 Commander-elect Micheal Smith
gave flowers to newly elected ALA
Department President Patricia Ann
Walker, Federal Unit #19. A hearty
salute to all of them.

In addition, Federal Post #19

received eleven awards in our
category and region including
Outstanding Commander, 2025-26.

The awards also included 100%
membership, Special Olympics (with
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a Certificate from Special Olympics),
Best SAL, three for Children and
Youth, Best Newsletter, Best Report
on Attendance and Renewals, Best
Resource Officer, and Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation.

Such recognition is a tribute to all
the hard work and dedicated service
that the men, women, and children of
the Post #19 family perform each
year. We should all be proud of our
achievement.

Federal Post #19 Family
installs officers for 2026-27

On July 26, all three units of the
Federal Post #19 family installed
officers before guests, family, and
friends and gave out awards to all
those who volunteered their time,
energy, and money to help our Post.

Post #19 officers for 2026-27

Michael Smith ............. Commander
William Jenkins................. 1% Vice
Sabina Young ................. 2™ Vice

Harriette Gross ................ 3" Vice

Larry Little .................... Adjutant
Gregory Scott.......... Judge Advocate
Joseph Harden ........ Finance Officer
Adrian Barbour ...... Resource Officer
Thomas Russum .............. Chaplain
Reggie Baker .........c........... Historian

Ruth McCuin. .... Sgt.-at-Arms

Germaine Chappell, Kendall Cooper,
Maurice Ellis, Thomas Kennedy, Jr,
and William Young are the
Operational Committee.

Unit #19 officers for 2026-27

Yvonne Oliver ............... President
Darnetta Simpson .............. I® Vice
Rokeysha Witherspoon ...... 2nd Vice
Nikki Jenkins .................. Secretary
Aretha Mayfield...”’ ... Treasurer
Kimberly Butler ............... Chaplain
Vicki Hardy ................... Historian
Sharta Matthews ........... Sgt-at-Arms

Germaine Chappell, Shelleyarlene
Scott, and Cecelia Wright-Hargrove
comprise the Executive Board.

Squadron #19 officers for 2026-27

Irvin Johnson ... ..........Commander
Roscoe Holley...................... 1®' Vice
Rufus Williams ................ 2™ Vice
Clarence Figgs, Jr .... Judge Advocate
Enrico Williams. ............... Adjutant

George Wright ......... Finance Officer
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Calvin Harvey................. Chaplain
Richard Holland .............. Historian
Darnell Gordon .......... Sgt-at-Arms

National Executive Committeeman
(NEC) Ronnie Holcombe, Federal Post
#19 and Alternate NEC Ruth Higgins,
Talbot Post #70, at Convention.

Celebrating Comrade April
Minniefield’s  birthday at  the
Convention.

after
participating in the Towson 4™ of July
parade hosted by Towson Post #22.

Post #19 Color Guard

The Purple Heart is our

nation’s oldest military
medal
On August 7, 1782, General

George Washington, recognizing the
need to award valor and meritorious
service, created the Badge of Military
Merit, a cloth purple heart with the
word “Merit” worn over the left
breast. Washington awarded the
medal to three members of the
Continental ~ Army.  After the

“THEY ARRIED = THEY SERVED » THEY LIVED

American Revolution, records were
lost, and for more than 150 years, the
medal was largely forgotten. The only
medal available to soldiers was the
Medal of Honor.

During World War [, Congress
created a hierarchy of medals for valor
and merit and added the Distinguished
Service Cross and the Distinguished
Service Medal. In 1932, the Army
revived the Badge of Military Merit,
renamed it the Purple Heart, and
changed the design to include
Washington’s image. They also
changed the criteria to “A wound,
which necessitates treatment by a
medical officer, and which is received
in action or resulting from a
singularly meritorious act of essential
service.”

The Army retroactively issued the
medal to World War 1 veterans and
posthumously to veterans as far back
as the Civil War like African
American soldier and Medal of Honor
recipient William Carney (pictured)
of the 54™ Massachusetts who was

wounded three times during the Battle
of Fort Wagner (1863). During World
War II, the military
extended the medal to
personnel in  all
branches of  the
military and civilians
who were wounded or
killed in action. The
military then created the Legion of
Merit for meritorious service.

The U.S. has issued more than 1.8

million Purple Hearts since 1782, and
the Federal Post #19 family salutes all
our veterans who have earned the
Purple Heart.

Unit #19 members attending the
Southern Maryland Region Fish Fry at
the Convention.

Bulletin for
Auxiliary Unit
#19

Unit #19 receives 14 awards
at ALA Department of
Maryland Convention

Delegates of Federal Unit #19
attended the American Legion
Auxiliary Department of Maryland
Convention held in July in Ocean
City, and Unit #19 received fourteen
awards in all Four Pillars. The awards
included first place in Community
Service, Home Service, Legislative,
Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation,
Best History Book, and Most Home
Service Hours. 2™ Place for Cancer
Control, Chaplain, Education, Gold
Star, Public Relations, and Most
Home Service Hours. 3™ Place for
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Senior Book of Prayer, and Most
Home Service Hours (Ist, 2™, and
31,

The Convention elected ALA
Department Officers for 2026-27 that
included Federal Unit #19 members
Patricia “Pat” Walker
as Department
President and
Theresa Hawkins as
Sgt-at-Arms. In
honor of our nation’s
250" Anniversary,
President Walker’s theme is “This Is
What They Fought For: America the
Beautiful.” Her project is “ALA
Junior Activities,” helping Juniors
with their projects that benefit our
Veterans, communities, active-duty
personnel, and first responders.

In addition, Unit #19 members
assumed several National and
Department positions. Joyce Cooper
is National Eastern Division Poppy
Chair, Department = Community
Service Chair, Fall Conference Chair,
VAVS Rep for Baltimore VA,
Convention Ways and Means Chair.
Also serving the Department are
Shelley Scott as the Home and Field
Service Director, Rosetta Lipscomb
as Education Chair, and Tabatha
Savage as Junior Chair for Junior
Activities.

Tickets still available for
Unit #19 August Crab Feast

On Saturday, August 15, Federal
Unit #19 will present their 3™ Annual
Crab Feast at Tall Cedars, 2501 Putty

Hill Avenue,
| 21234. They will
have all-you-can-
eat crabs, a
buffet, soda, beer,
and wine. There
will also be door prizes, vendors, and
a 50/50 raffle. DJ Scottie B will
provide the music. Tickets are $85.
See Chairperson Germaine Chappell
for more info and any Auxiliary
member for tickets.
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‘% A Word from the
"z Sons

Squadron #19 2" Vice Rufus Williams,

Commander Irvin Johnson, and
Chaplain Calvin Harvey supporting
Alex’s Lemonade.

For 2026-27, Federal Squadron #19
Commander Irvin Johnson wants to
emphasize community service. He
wants the Squadron to focus on
community needs and do more with
local organizations, especially those
that support youth. Another of his
goals is to have Squadron Comrades
complete the Five-Star Program—
Patriotism, Citizenship, Discipline,
Leadership, Legionism.

Notes

Take the online Basic Training
Course on the National website.

Please remember to clean your own
areas at the Post. Help keep all of us
safe.

FEDERAL POST #19 of THE AMERICAN LEGION
SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL
BULL & OYSTER ROAST
DATE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026
TIME: 1:00 P.M. ~ 5:00 P.M.
DONATION: $90.00 PER PERSON
OPEN BAR * 50/50 RAFFLE * DOOR PRIZES * DJ * DANCING
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¥ BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21244  [SF-48 £
4 -

COMMANDSR: ROONEY REID
HATRERSON. NDERSON
CO-CHAIRS. mrmn SATTH, BETTY BONDIS & MARLIN JOUNSON
OMMITTEE: ALL UNTTS

[_\T]

Blue Ridbon Bee * lam

in Sald - o
ato S
Tossed v
o Top Shelf Open Har
Cold Bear on Tup * Assorted Sodas
i A Setups & loe * Jello & Pruit Cocktail
Pusatries * Sheet Cakrs
Caffee,

Regular & Decaf « Toa

* Soup Du Jour * BBQ Rids
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The Scoop salutes ...

us, our Post #19 family, for receiving
a total of 32 awards from our state
conventions in membership and all
areas of the Four Pillars,

all the members who volunteered to
lead our Post #19 family in 2026-
2027.

Unit #19 Past President La’Sharan
Wallace for having an awesome and
productive 2025-26.

Unit #19 member Mia Minter for
receiving the 2026 Unit Member of
the Year Award and Squadron #19
Comrade Aaron Robinson for the
2026 Son of the Year Award.

all the volunteers and donors who
helped make installation successful.

Sick Call

Vince Blackwell, Sr.
Alfred Boyd
Earl Ennis
Freda Holley
Tyrell Lee
Kim McCoy
Bill Williams
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