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Department of Maryland
103 Convention in Ocean
City huge success

The American Legion
Department of Maryland 103"
Anniversary Convention held in
Ocean City in July was a huge success
from beginning to end and a hearty
salute to the people behind the scenes
who made it happen. The Legion
College sessions were informative
and well attended with lots of new and
useful information.

Federal Post #19 delegates took
courses on Historian, Judge Advocate,
and Service Officer along with the
afternoon course on MyLegion.
Much of the material and information
from the sessions can be found on the
Department website under Training
Resources/Course Videos.

The Convention also elected

officers for 2021-2022. Our new
Department Commander is Will
Trotter

(pictured),

Damascus Post

#171,

Damascus, MD
and Senior Vice

Commander
Ron Holcombe,
Federal Post
#19, Baltimore, MD. Commander
Trotter noted that the Commander’s
Project for the year includes the
restoration of the Bladensburg World
War | Memorial Peace Cross, the
Veterans Assistance Program, and our
Child Welfare Foundation. He also
noted that the incoming SAL
Detachment Commander Mark Fayer
Commander’s Project included the
Casey Cares Foundation.

Much of the emphasis in this
year’s Convention continued to
revolve around Programs and
Membership, and delegates were
consistently  reminded of the
importance and the relationship

between the two. Our Programs and
service work help to recruit and retain
members, and new members help us
to sustain our Programs.
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Department Adjutant Russell Meyers
poses with retired Army M.Sgt.
Elizabeth Helm-Frazier and retired
Army Colonel Edna Cummings,
producers of the documentary “Six
Triple Eight” on the Postal Battalion of
black WAC’s who served in Europe
during WW Il. The producers led a
question-and-answer session during a
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Sun, Aug 15,1 pm
Laurel Post #60,
Laurel, MD (map)

special screening of the documentary
after the Opening Ceremony of the
Convention.

Federal Post #19 receives 9
awards at Department
Convention

During the Department
Convention, Federal Post #19

received nine awards in our categories
and district. Post #19 Commander
Larry Little declares that “Such
recognition is a tribute to all the hard
work and dedicated service that the
men, women, and children of the Post
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#19 family perform each year. These
awards belong to everyone, and we
should all be proud of our
achievement.”
The awards

include 100%

Membership; Posts that Filed Best
Reports; Best Report on Attendance
and Renewals; Americanism Report,
Best Chaplain; Excelling in Child
Welfare Work; Best History Book.

The Department Post Everlasting Unit
did an outstanding job during a
profound and somber Ceremony at the
Convention
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A hearty salute to the Maryland Legion
Riders who raised more than $65,000
during this year’s Legacy Run.
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Members of the Post #19 famlly and

Baltimore District Council visit
Duncan-Showell Post #231, Berlin,
MD.

Federal Post #19 Family
installs officers for 2021-22

On July 25, all three units of the
Federal Post #19 family installed
officers before guests, family, and
friends. The Legion gave out awards
of recognition to all those who
volunteered their time, energy, and
money to help our Post.

Post #19 officers for 2021-22

Larry Little................. Commander
Reggie Baker ................... 1%t Vice
Betty Bonds ................... 2" Vice
Kendall Cooper ............... Adjutant
Thomas Russum ...... Judge Advocate
Joseph Harden ........ Finance Officer
LeCount Grace.......... Service Officer
Margaret Conaway........... Chaplain
Marlin Johnson ................. Historian
Thomas Kennedy, Jr..... Sgt.-at-Arms
Adrian Barbour, Kermit Brown,

Germaine Chappell, Willie Christian,
Ron Holcombe and Rodney Reid are
the At-Large members of the
Executive Committee.

Unit #19 officers for 2021-22

Lasharan Wallace............ President
Shelleyarlene Scott ............. 1® Vice
Tangi Turner .................. 2nd Vice

Yvonne Oliver ............... Secretary
Wanda Stewart .... Corres. Secretary
Charae Sydnor ................ Treasurer
Donna Simpson............... Chaplain
Jean-Robinson-McCauley... Historian
Darnetta Simpson.......... Sgt-at-Arms
Pat Walker........... Asst. Sgt-at-Arms
Daneen Cameron, Germaine
Chappell, and Stephanie Kent

comprise the Executive Board.

Squadron #19 officers for 2021-22

William Pinder.............Commander
Dwayne Washington............ 1% Vice
Andre Clark..................... 2" Vice
AlRamsey ............. Judge Advocate
Aaron Robinson ............... Adjutant
George Wright ......... Finance Officer
CalvinHarvey................. Chaplain
Rufus Williams............... Historian
KevinHall................. Sgt-at-Arms

No Legionnaire
of the Year last
year, but we
have two well

deserving
recipients  this

Above,
Comrade
/ Thomas “Tony”
Kennedy

i — receives award
from Cmdr. Larry Little. To the left,
Past Cmdr. Betty Bonds congratulates
Comrade Jesse Johnson for award.

year.
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Post #19 Color Guard marches with
Towson Post #22 at their 4" of July
Parade.

12" Annual Bull and Oyster
Roast scheduled for
October 17

On Sunday, October 17, Post #19
will sponsor our Twelfth Annual Bull
and Oyster Roast at Martin’s West
from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. No affair
last year, but this year, we expect to be
better than ever. The buffet style
menu includes beef, ham, barbeque
ribs and chicken, oysters, clams on the
half shell, a variety of pasta and
vegetables, an assortment of desserts,
coffee and tea, and much more
including a top-shelf open bar with
cold beer on tap.

THE AMERICAN LEGION FEDERAL POST #19
TWELFTH ANNUAL

BW.QOYSTERRO\ST

at Martin’s West
6817 Dogwood Road

Sundny October 17, 2021
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Donation: $70.00
Open Bar ¢ 50/50 Raffle * Door Prizes * D}

mander — Lawrenc

Chalrperson — Donna GIM Co(h‘llp:ﬂc MI chael Smith & Betty Bonds.

Committee — All Units

Tickets are $70.00 and are currently
available.  For ticket information,
contact Comrade Donna Gilchrist
(443-255-0665), chair or Comrades
Betty Bonds (443-621-6740) and
Mike Smith (443-677-8208), co-
chairs.

The affair committee encourages
every member to take at least two
tickets. We need the support of every
member to make this a successful
event and fundraiser so that we can
support our four pillars—Veterans
Affair & Rehabilitation, National

Security, Americanism, and Children
Youth.
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John Countryman
National Commander Bill Oxford,
Comrade George Martin, and
Department Senior Vice Commander
Ron Holcombe pose with Maryland’s
Boys Nation Senators at the recent
Boys Nation Luncheon at Greenbelt
Post #136.

DEC mber

Bulletin for
Auxiliary Unit
#19

Unit #19 delegates attend 2-
day ALA, Department of
Maryland Convention in
person and virtually

Delegates of Federal Unit #19
recently attended the American
Legion Auxiliary, Department of
Maryland Convention held July 11-12
at Dewey Lowman Post #109. The
delegates to the Convention attended
classes and business sessions and
elected ALA Department Officers for
2021-22 including Andrea Anderson,
Department  President;  Carmin
Terrice Brittain-Sheffey, 1st Vice;

and Joanne Kolodnicki Weis, 2"
Vice. Unit #19 member Patricia Ann
Walker was installed as ALA,
Baltimore District President.

Service Not Self
We’re All Legion

A Word from the
Sons

Squadron #19isa
3 Star Squadron
in Detachment’s only 3 Star
District

Federal Squadron #19 recently
earned the status of 3 Star Squadron
with 100% membership. Meanwhile,
SAL Baltimore District became the
Detachment’s only 3 Star District
with membership exceeding 101%.
The Scoop would like to give a big
salute to Squadron #19 Commander
William Pinder and SAL Baltimore
District Commander Irvin Johnson for
jobs well done.

SAL Detachment Past Commander
Bob Manzo presents $45,000 donation
to the Catch A Lift Fund (CAL), which
was his Commander’s Project.
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VA Corner

VA announces new options
to help Veterans avoid
foreclosure

The Department of Veterans
Affairs is offering a new COVID-19
Refund Modification option to assist
Veterans who require a significant
reduction in their monthly mortgage
payments because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

In some cases, Veterans can
receive a 20% payment reduction —
in others, the reduction can be even
larger. This new option is part of the
of Biden-Harris administration’s
expanded, government-wide effort to
help homeowners retain their homes
as they weather the economic
challenges resulting from the ongoing
pandemic.

Under the COVID-19 Refund
Modification, VA can purchase a
Veteran’s past due payments and
amounts of unpaid principal,
depending on how much assistance is
necessary, subject to certain limits.
Loan servicers also modify the loan.
These efforts help ensure that the
Veteran can afford future mortgage
payments.

“The COVID-19 Refund
Modification provides Veterans a
lasting and affordable solution to
keeping their homes and avoiding

foreclosure,” said VA Secretary Denis
McDonough. “As our country
recovers and rebuilds from the
economic devastation brought on by
the pandemic, VA and the Biden-
Harris administration continue to
make every effort to help Veterans
keep a roof over their head as they get
back on their feet.”

Like with VA’s COVID-19
partial claim option, the Veteran’s
deferred indebtedness from a COVID-
19 Refund Modification will be
established as a junior lien. The junior
lien will not accrue interest; will not
require monthly payments; and will
only become due when the property is
sold, the guaranteed loan is paid off,
or the guaranteed loan is refinanced.
Veterans can get a COVID-related
forbearance through Sept. 30, 2021.
To learn more about this new option
visit VA's Home Loan Program or
call 877-827-3702.

Post Notes

Take the online Basic Training
Course on the National website.

Please take time to visit or call our
members who are sick and shut-in.
They must not be forgotten.

Please help keep the Post clean,
clearing tables, getting up spills, and
generally policing the building.

We have a new Facebook page;
look for The Real Post 19 and

join the group to stay informed
and keep us informed.

The Scoop salutes ...

the entire Federal Post#19 Family for
receiving 9 awards during Department
Convention;

all the volunteers and donors who
helped make installation successful.

Sick Call

Louis Hardy
Freda Holley
Jimmy Johnson
Kim McCoy
Verlon Mills
Emmett Pope
Claude Scott
Warren Scott
Lincoln Stokes
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